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Transcript of email correspondence between Western District Conference (WDC) and 
student (S), March 2011–October 2012 
 
[Redacted by MAP to protect the identity of “S” and others, with light editing for clarity.] 
 
Kathy Neufeld Dunn: representing the Ministerial Leadership Commission (MLC) of WDC and 
also a member of the investigation team 
Clarence Rempel: WDC Conference Minister 
Gene Thieszen: Chair of the MLC 
 

 

Wed, Mar 16, 2011 at 10:36 AM 

S & [college mentor] 

Here is the form that we need to have completed as soon as possible. It needs to be sent to me 
at: 

Kathy Neufeld Dunn 

[Redacted address] 

Or scanned and emailed to me at this address, because the Investigation Team needs a signed, 
formal complaint. Please remove my notes to you from the form as you fill it out. Thank you. 

Kathy 

 

Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 3:08 PM 

How is the investigation coming? 

-S 

 

Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 4:14 PM 

S,  

We, the Investigation Team, will be sending our summary report and recommendation to the 
MLC (who makes the ultimate decision to make an official Charge or not) on April 6. If you have 
other questions or concerns, don't hesitate to call me. Please greet [your college mentor] for me. 
Kathy 

 

Thu, Mar 31, 2011 at 3 

thanks Kathy. :) [My college mentor] says hi! 

-S 

 

Sat, Apr 9, 2011 at 9:11 PM 
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So what's the next step, now that the MLC has the report? 

-S 

 

Sat, Apr 9, 2011 at 10:10 PM 

S,  

The MLC decided to Charge Tom with Clergy Sexual Misconduct. We will have a Fact-Finding 
Meeting with him this Wednesday, 4 p.m. to let him respond to what he's read, as well as to give 
the Investigation Team another chance to ask him questions. Tom reminded me he has the 
option to ask you to be there, but he can't demand it. So far, he hasn't asked, which is why I 
hadn't called or emailed you regarding this. By the Policy & Procedure, this becomes a fairly 
long process. Thanks for checking in. Of course, if Tom decides he wants to be able to talk with 
you again, with the Team present, I'll contact you and talk with you about what that would be 
like. I and the other team members would do our best to make it a safe place for you with very 
clear ground rules in place. But, he hasn't asked for this so far. And again, he can ask, but he 
can't demand this.  

Kathy 

 

Sun, Apr 10, 2011 at 1:15 PM 

Thank you. I am willing if he asks. 

S 

 

Sun, Apr 10, 2011 at 1:31 PM 

What does this mean exactly though? Are his congregation and church camp informed? Is his 
facebook deleted? Does he have to step down or take extra counseling? 

S 

 

Sun, Apr 10, 2011 at 8:18 PM 

To put this in a courtroom model for a moment--we've just begun the trial. He's just been 
charged. Before it was "Is there enough evidence to bring to trial?" So, no, his congregation nor 
church camp does not know. As far as I know his FB account is still active. He is in mandatory 
counseling--because his conference minister insisted on this. He has been told by this new 
therapist that he should have no contact with young women by himself. He appears to be 
holding to this restriction. 

He hasn't tried to communicate with you since February, has he?  

Kathy 

 

Sun, Apr 10, 2011 at 9:54 PM 
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No. He has not tried to communicate with me since then. Am I allowed to attend the meeting 
Wednesday or does he have to request that I come? What will be done on the meeting 
Wednesday? 

S 

 

Mon, Apr 11, 2011 at 4:32 PM 

You are allowed to attend, of course, if you wish. Please let me know if you want to attend and 
your reasoning, so I can inform all parties involved. Tom and the Investigation Team will review 
the Misconduct Allegations and he will respond with what he agrees with and what he wants to 
contest. There might be a period of time where we would choose to ask him more investigation 
questions. We would probably ask you to step out for that.  

Kathy 

 

Mon, Apr 11, 2011 at 4:35 PM  

I would want to come to see how this process works and what exactly is being said, which isn't 
really a good enough reason to me. So if Tom or the team wants me there i will be, but 
otherwise i will just wait to hear what happens. Thanks Kathy- i know this can't be easy on you. 
You are in our prayers,  

S 

 

Mon, Apr 11, 2011 at 4:38 PM 

S,  

You're right. It's not easy--because I appreciate both of you. I will email you a copy of the 
Allegations as we summarized them for Tom. I'll also send you a copy of whatever other 
pertinent documents are generated in the process. 

 

Mon, Apr 11, 2011 at 4:57 PM 

sounds good. Thank you. If you think i should be there Wednesday just let me know. I could 
come with [my college mentor] or alone.  

S 

 

Tue, Apr 12, 2011 at 4:41 PM 

S,  

Can you look on your computer and get me a copy of the "side string" between you and Tom 
that included the "See you later, Babe," language? If possible, could you get it to me, if you still 
have it, by tomorrow mid-afternoon?  

Thanks. Kathy 
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Wed, Apr 13, 2011 at 10:20 AM 

I do not have it. It was a facebook chat that gets deleted as soon as you sign off. The moment 
he sent that was the moment i realized what was happening was not okay and i was so mad i 
just signed off before! could think about saving it for evidence. 

S 

 

Wed, Apr 13, 2011 at 3:06 PM 

Let me know how things go today, In God's love and mine,  

S 

 

Wed, Apr 13, 2011 at 3:13 PM 

Understood. Thanks, S. You are a strong woman of God.  

Kathy 

 

Thu, Apr 14, 2011 at 10:16 AM 

As are you Kathy. :) How did it go yesterday? 

S 

 

Fri, Apr 15, 2011 at 11:43 AM 

What happens now with the situation? 

S 

 

Fri, Apr 15, 2011 at 12:06 PM 

We had the interview. Tom responded to the Allegations. The Interview Team now drafts a final 
document recording our best summary of what he did wrong and this is forwarded to the MLC 
for them to consider as they make a decision about sanctions/discipline. We pray that this 
process is completed by the end of May.  

Kathy 

 

Wed, Apr 20, 2011 at 10:26 AM 

Thanks for keeping me informed Kathy. :) 

 

Tue, Apr 26, 2011 at 6:32 PM 
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Are there any new updates? Is Tom still under the guideline of no talking with women alone? 
Does that include facebook? I've just seen him writing on their walls so I didn't know.  

S 

 

Tue, May 3, 2011 at 11:46 AM 

S, 

I’ve been on a week of post-Easter vacation and just got back. The MLC is having our 
conference call to conclude the disciplinary procedures regarding Tom tomorrow a.m. (Wed). I 
or Gene Thieszen, our chair, will let you know the specifics of what's decided soon afterward. 

Blessings this Easter season.  

Kathy 

 

Tue, May 3, 2011 at 11:48 AM 

Thanks Kathy! Sorry for being a pest. You are awesome. Lots of love,  

- S 

 

Tue, May 3, 2011 at 12:10 PM 

You are NOT a pest. You are practicing accountability, which is a very useful gift. 

K 

 

Fri, May 6, 2011 at 7:31 AM 

Kathy, 

In regard to a concern from S: Was/is the Investigative Team in possession of e-mail 
correspondence between Tom and S in which he said that his therapist said it was okay for him 
to share things with S that he did not share with his wife? S's concern is that the therapist who 
said that is now the one that we have appointed to work with Tom. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Gene Thieszen (MLC Chair) 

 

Fri, May 6, 2011 at 9:44 AM 

Gene & S,  

That was Tom's own personal therapist who said that. A male therapist. His current therapist, a 
woman, is the sexual abuse specialist, the one mandated by Clarence that Tom see.  

Kathy 
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Fri, May 6, 2011 at 10:56 AM 

Thank you 

S 

 

Monday, May 16, 2011 7:35 PM 

To: Gene Thieszen 

Any new decisions or updates? And may I have Clarence's email. 

S 

 

Mon, May 16, 2011 at 9:39 PM 

S, 

Nothing additional at this point. 

Clarence's e-mail address is: [redacted] 

Gene 

 

Tuesday, May 17, 2011 10:14 AM 

Pastor Gene, 

Thanks. Just let me know when the camp is informed and what the leadership group in his 
church decides in regards to telling the church, as well as what your group decides about 
informing the Israel group to make sure I was the only one.  

S 

 

Tue, May 17, 2011 at 10:33 AM 

S, 

I will let you know as I am updated. (I will be on vacation from May 23 - June 6.) 

In regard to the Israel group, you may want to consider a conversation with Kathy. The 
investigative team did some work on that and the initial conclusion was that his actions did not 
extend beyond what we already were aware of concerning you. Kathy could give you a better 
sense of the basis of that conclusion. 

Grace and Peace, 

Gene 

 

Tue, May 17, 2011 at 2:36 PM 

S, 
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Camps Mennoscah and Rocky Mountain have been informed that his ministry credentials are 
on probation for a year with a summary of why (your name withheld). Until his therapist says 
otherwise, he should be working with young adults only when Lois accompanies him. Also, we 
mandated that he take down his FB account, which he did right before heading to Paraguay. 
Because of your own report that you had checked in with several of the other young women on 
the Israel-Palestine trip and none of the rest of them seemed to have an experience akin to 
yours, as well as Patty and Doug's reassurances that they had heard nothing concerning 
personally from students, nor had they read anything concerning in students' journals, we did 
not choose to interview others from the trip. We are leaving it up to his church leadership as to 
how they will share information about his ministerial misconduct with others. If you had been a 
member of his congregation, the MLC would have very likely informed the whole congregation 
that their pastor was under investigation from early on. However, because there was no further 
contact with you, we did not take this step. Do you have further thoughts or concerns about 
this? God bless you.  

Kathy  

 

Tue, May 17, 2011 at 2:42 PM 

That should be good. I just need to let it go now. I would like to meet with a counselor once to 
make sure I'm not harboring bitterness, If that's possible. 

S 

 

Tue, May 17, 2011 at 2:53 PM 

S,  

A session or two sounds like a good idea. As I said, Tom will pay for it. He has been informed 
that's part of the restitutionary process. Or, if it's easier for you and your insurance, let us know 
the cost and he can pay WDC and we can reimburse you. I will pray that you release what you 
need to release for your own healing and wholeness.  

Blessings, my sister in Christ,  

Kathy 

 

Wed, May 18, 2011 at 12:14 PM 

Me too. I don't have insurance, so not sure what to do with billing. I leave Tuesday for [another 
state], so should I try a session before I leave or find someone there? I have no idea how to do 
that, but would like to know how. 

S 

 

Wed, May 18, 2011 at 3:00 PM 

S,  



8 

I would suggest you wait until you get to [the other state]. How to find a counselor? Ask for a 
reference from someone in the area you trust. If no one you know has used the services of a 
therapist, ask your contacts to ask their friends/close contacts for a reference. Be clear about 
what you want in a therapist--someone who is a Christian? Someone who is a woman? 
Someone who specializes in abuse of power and/or sexual abuse? Other qualifications? In 
terms of payment, maybe the easiest thing to do would be for you to pay, then to send WDC the 
receipt of payment and we will reimburse you. Tom could then pay WDC. Send to: Clarence 
Rempel [redacted address]  

Alternatively, if your counselor would be willing to bill WDC, that would work well, too. Unless 
Clarence or Gene have a different approach?  

Kathy 

 

Thu, Aug 25, 2011 at 10:43 AM 
 
S,  
Hello. I hope your summer was wonderful. Mine certainly went FAST. I thought I should give you 
an update on where we were on the process regarding Tom Harder and his ministerial 
probation. Tom, Lois and family had been on sabbatical in Paraguay for the summer, so nothing 
was happening as regards his potential healing during that time. Today is the first meeting of the 
Accountability Group with Tom. This group of 3 pastors and one rep from his own church will 
meet with him 1x/month for the next year to ask him what he's doing and not doing toward 
developing healthy emotional and spiritual boundaries, so what he did in late January doesn't 
happen again. He is also in on-going therapy with a therapist not of his own choosing, who 
specializes in treating issues of sexual misconduct. Because the Accountability Group needs 
the best chance to help him see the damage he did to you, I have made copies of the FB 
transcript for each of them. HOWEVER, it's a copy with every reference to your name and "[your 
college]" blacked out. I hope this is acceptable to you. When this situation first came to light with 
Lorraine Avenue leadership, Tom seemed to minimize the impact he had had on you and to 
disregard the potential harm his actions might have on his future ministry. It is my best judgment 
that his own printed words will have the greatest impact on his ministry colleagues as they help 
him "see the light." Did you ever do any counseling yourself regarding this issue this summer? I 
know you were considering this. Blessings. May you continue to know Christ's healing love.  
 
Kathy Neufeld Dunn 

 
 
Thu, Aug 25, 2011 at 11:49 AM  
 
Sounds great. I got counseling this summer through [redacted]. I offered for them to read the 
emails and they said it wasn't necessary. The biggest thing for me was giving up control of the 
situation- I did my part, now I give the situation to your leadership team. I would like to stay 
updated and thank you for doing so. If you have any more questions feel free to contact me. 
Thank you so much Kathy, I know this hasn't been easy.  
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-S  

 

Tue, Jan 10, 2012 at 2:25 PM 

Kathy, 

I have a couple questions for you.  

1. Are you going to the Israel group get together this weekend?  

2. Are Tom and I supposed to attend the same functions? I know his church knows, but the 
Israel group does not, correct? 

S 

 

Wed, Jan 11, 2012 at 10:54 AM 

S, 

Glad to hear from you. I thought I'd contact you today, but you beat me to it.  

S,  

1. Yes, I plan to be there.  

2. According to the guidelines we set out for Tom, you and he are not to be attending the same 
functions. These guidelines were set out for your protection. If you feel confident that you are 
spiritually and emotionally healthy enough that you would be okay being at the same event, my 
perspective (and only my perspective) would be that that would be up to you. I would strongly 
encourage you to call Rev. Clarence Rempel, my conference minister, to get his wise counsel, 
as well, on what implications there might be if you chose to attend. His phone number is: 
[redacted]. God bless you.  

Kathy 

 

Wed, Jan 11, 2012 at 2:04 PM 

thanks Kathy. I will not go this weekend. I emailed Clarence and he will talk with you at the 
leadership meeting on Friday. 

S 

 

Wed, Jan 11, 2012 at 4:38 PM 

Thanks for calling Clarence. I will wait to hear his counsel Friday. I'll miss you Sunday, 
Blessings. 

Kathy 

 

Fri, Jan 20, 2012 at 9:45 PM  
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Per phone call, I, [student] have decided that it would be best not to talk with or see Tom 
Harder. 

I would like first privilege regarding attendance for Jerusalem seminar 2011 meetings. Lois may 
attend the meetings that I attend, but not Tom. It was initially stated that we would take turns but 
that had become difficult and a lot more taxing on me than I realized it would be. 

If I am unable to attend a meeting, Tom may go. Lois will know if I am going based on my 
response to the group email. However, I would like to reserve the right to say maybe and not be 
pushed for a definite answer. 

I have been struggling with this issue and how to correctly handle it for about a year. I wanted to 
make a well-educated Christian decision and after extensive prayer and guidance I feel that this 
is best for everyone. 

 

Thu, Sep 20, 2012 at 1:25 PM 

S,  

It's been a while since I've given you an update regarding the disciplinary process with Tom 
Harder. We have reached the end of the formal process. Tom seems to have learned a lot 
about himself and God through therapy, through meeting with a group of his peers, and in 
marriage counseling with Lois. I want you to read his final self-assessment. My sense is it will be 
a blessing to you, He takes full responsibility for his sin. I have his permission to share it with 
you, but, I don't want to just email this. May I have your snail mail address? I hope life goes well 
for you and that you know the peace of Christ. God bless you and keep you.  

Kathy 

 

Tue, Sep 25, 2012 at 12:31 PM 

sure! [redacted address] 

S 

 

Tue, Sep 25, 2012 at 1:28 PM 

Thanks, S. 

Kathy 

 

[Handwritten letter accompanying a copy of Tom’s “Self-Assessment”] 

 

Oct 11, 2012 

Dear S,  

I know you have experienced much healing & restoration. You are a strong, young woman of 
faith. God is faithful, and never abandons us, no matter what. I pray that reading the personal 
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reflections will be a blessing to you. Perhaps they will be an important step toward closure. In 
this document, you'll read that Tom takes responsibility for what he did. 

He has asked forgiveness of church leadership, Lois, and others. At the final interview with him, 
I asked, "If the victim were here today, what would you say to her?" He said, "I would ask for her 
forgiveness." I believe he means it. The MLC restored Tom’s ministerial credential on Aug. 31, 
2012. The disciplinary process is finished. Please don't hesitate to contact me if I can do 
anything to help you find closure. I’m so glad to have had the privilege to get to know you just a 
bit. I pray you will use the many gifts God has given you for the glory of God. 

In Christ's peace,  

Kathy Neufeld Dunn 

 


